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H AOMH THX MINQIKHY TAQYX¥AY *

pvotkn Kpnmn peletaral mévo anod évav
alwva Topa, eve 1 Ipappky B Ipagn,
WG YPATITH €KPPAOT) TNG UUKNVAIKAG EAANVL-
KNG YAWOOOG, Yl TIEVAVTIA Kal TTAEOV XpOVvIK.
Eivat, howmdv, puoiko 1o eviiapépov va oTpa-
¢eil pog N YAoooo TN pivwikng Kpnng. Qg
amotéheopa TV avaokapomv Tov ‘Efavg kat
aMwv, G amokpunToypadnong tng I[pap-
pkng B Ipagng amo Tov Bévtpig kat tng ema-
KOAovONG cvoTNHaTIKAG epyaociag Tov Toavt-
youlk, oAA& Kot GAAwv emiong afidloywv
HEAETNTV, eilaoTe Twpa o€ Béon va “SaPd-
fovpe” 11 HIVRILKEG ETILY padEG, KEVOVTAG XPT)-
on tev ¢evnrikev allov ¢ Ipappkng B.
Eipaote, duwe, kat og B¢on va T1g KATAVOOD-
ue; H apxatoloyia kat n emtypagikn tng Emo-
X1 Tov XaAKo, TOV TEAELTAIO ALOVA, HOG EXEL
PEPEL UITPOOTH O€ LA TIPAYHATIKY) TIPOKANON
¢ Aryataxng @uoloyiag kat IAwocoloyiag.
Ta trelevtaio 10 xpovia tpoonabe va tpo-
oeyYiow “YAwocoroykd” 11 Lotk YAOooo
Kat va pedetion TN doprn 6. Ovtag peta-
TTUXLOKOG pottnTg Tou IMavemotnpiov Abn-
vav, ta tedevtaia Tpia xpovia (2001-2004),
gixa TNV gukatpioc va ONOKANPOO® TN LeAETN)
{OU Kal 00G TNV THPOLCLAlw ofpepa, KOA®-
vTag o0G o€ avTo To Talidt péoa oto Aafupiv-
0o ¢ pvewikng Kprtng.

* Zovtopn popdn TNG opthiag Katd TNV vITOoTHPLEN
™ StdakTopikg pov SatptPrc (2004) otov Ihwocolo-
Y6 Topéa tov Tunparog @holoyiag Tng hocodikrg
ZxoAn¢ touv EBvikov kat Kamodiotpiaxov [Maveniotnpiov
ABnvov.

Yrapyxovv péxptonpepa 2000 HvwIKEG eTTL-
ypadeg g 2ng xthetiog 1.X.. H Muknvaikn
Tpappikn B Ipagn amotelei pia pocappoyn
™6 Miveikng [pappxng A ov xpnotporotr)-
Onke amo Toug ypadeig TPOKEIHEVOL VA KATO-
ypayouv 1NV eAAnvik yYA@ooo. Apov, Aotrtdv,
elpaote oe Béon va Siafdalovpe kat va Kata-
vooue tn Ipappikn B, eivat epikto, o€ kdmoto
PaBuo, va dwaPfacovpe kat tn [pappkn A kat
HaAlota o T0c0oTo TEpimov 90%.

E¢pdoov, 6pwg, aduvatolpe va KATavor-
OOUJE TO TIEPLEXOUEVO TOUG, EMOUEVKG VA TIG
avayvepiooupe WG EAANVIKEG ETILYPAdEG, TOTE
elvat TipoTIpdTEPO va eEAéyEoupie gdv 1) pvwL-
K] YAQOoQ UITOpEl vt TAUTIOTEL 0G pLa GLYYE-
vii§ YAwooo, tov aviiket SnAadr otnv tvéogv-
PWTAIKT) olkoYévela YAwooov. K&ti 1éTolo dev
amotelel kawvovpyla Bewpia. Oewpieg yia T
Muwown [pappkn A dpxioav va Siatunevo-
vtal 1dn amod TNV €M0xN TNG ATOKPUTTTOYP&-
¢nong tng Ipappikng B, mpv and 50 mepimov
Xpovia. Autd mou mapovotaietal 8w eival
Hia véx TIPOOEYYLOT) O €var TIAALO TTPpOPANHoL.
Kat 1o epotnpa mov tibetat eivat: Mmopei pia
HEAETN va avayVwpioel TN HIVRLIKA YAOOOX ©¢
vS0eLpTTAIKT);

To Bapog 860nke o€ piax YAwOGONOYIKT) pHeNE-
TN TWV OTOLXEIWV TTOL ATTAPTILOLV TN HIVKIKT
YA®ooo Kat o€ pia peXETn Tov Ae€ihoyiov Tng,
OnAadn) twv Aé€ewv TTOL pUITOPOLY VA AvVAYVe-
plotolv pe Pdon To mepleXOpevd Toug péoa
0N HWVOIK YAOooa. Ao pia TETolx TIpo-
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE MINOAN LANGUAGE *

inoan Crete has been studied for

more than a century, while Linear B
was deciphered as recording Mycenaean
Greek more than half a century ago. So it is
natural that we should be interested in the
Minoan language of Crete. As a result of the
excavations of Evans and others, and as a result
of the decipherment of Linear B by Ventris,
and the subsequent work by Chadwick and a
whole generation of scholars, we are now able
to “read” Minoan inscriptions using Linear B
sound values. But are we able to understand
them? Aegean archaeology and epigraphy
in the last century have brought us to the
challenge of Aegean philology and linguistics.

For the last 16 years I have been living on
Crete, and for the last 10 years I have been
conducting a linguistic study of the structure
of the Minoan language. For the last three
years (2001-2004) I have been a student of
Athens University and I am grateful of the
opportunity to share the results of my research
with you on this journey into the linguistic
labyrinth of Minoan Crete.

There are ¢.2000 Minoan inscriptions from
the Second Millennium B.C. but no Rosetta
Stone by which to read them. Mycenaean
Linear B, however, was an adaptation of
Minoan Linear A used by scribes to write

* Short talk presented (2004) during the viva of the
author’s doctoral thesis in the Linguistics Department of
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.

the Hellenic language. Maybe the child of
a Minoan mother and Mycenaean father at
C15th Knossos took the script of their mother
to write the language of their father. Therefore
as Linear B can be both read and understood,
it is possible to some extent to read Linear A.

As it is possible to read Minoan Linear A
inscriptions, to an extent of ¢.90%, and as it is
not possible to understand them when read as
Greek, for which there are thirty five centuries
of continuous recorded history on Crete, i.e., a
huge diachroniclinguistic database, thenit was
decided to see whether the Minoan language
could be identified as a related language, i.e.,
belonging to the Indo-European family of
languages. This is not a new theory. Theories
about Minoan Linear A have been around at
least since the decipherment of Linear B half a
century ago. What is presented here is a new
approach to an old problem. The question
to be raised a century after Evans and half a
century after Ventris is the following — can
a study of the Minoan language identify it as
Indo-European?

Attention was paid to a linguistic study of
the evidence for the Minoan language. Atten-
tion was also paid to lexicology, i.e., vocabulary
items which can be identified by context in the
Minoan language. Attention was also paid to the
theoretical framework and linguistic pre-histo-
ry that would explain the position of Minoan
within the Indo-European family of languages.
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oéyylon Ba mpokvYel Kal To BewpnTiKd vTTO-
BaBpo/miaioio mov Ba e€nynoet T B€on g
UIVIKNG YAOOOWG pHéoa 0NV LVOOEVPOTIXIKT
OLKOY£VELA YA®OTOV.

Ao TOVOULE, OTLN LUVELKH YAOCOQ [TTO-
pel pwvoloyikd v ouykptOei pe To avapop-
POUEVO CLOTNHA Y& TNV TIPOTO-IVE0ELPp®-
TIOKT) PE TN HETAPOPE PWVNTIKOV aflwv NG
Ipappxng B. Ze avtr) TNV nepintworn, pmopei
Vo UTIEPXOLV EMAPKT] OTOLXELX TTOU var LTTOON-
A®Ovouv akopn TNy vapén Aapuyytkev ¢pooy-
yov péoa ot yhoooao. Eivat eniong epikto va
OUYKPIVOUE HOPPOAOYIKA TO AVUHOPPOUEVO
S0eVpOTAIKO cVOTNUA [E TO UVOLKY, ELOL-
KOTEPH GO0V aPOopA OTIG TITWOELG OVCLACTL-
K®OV KL 0TI pHOTKEG KATAANEELS, KO KOl
0TO Y€VOG TwV ovolaoTikev. Eva tpito dedo-
pévo eival 1 SIGKPLON KAl AVAYV®PLOT GTOL-
Xelwv mov adopovv ot ovvtagn g MpodTA-
ONG Kal TN oelp& TV Aé€emv péoa oe auTnv.
Térapto dedopévo amotelel 1 avayveoplon
Héoa 0TV TPOTHOT] OTOLXEIWV KTTO ETEOKPN-
TIKEG Korl LY UTITIONKEG TINYEG, TIOU [E T OElpQ
Toug amotelovVv evieifelg piag tvdogvpomai-
K¢ YAwooog.

Mia evdelexng HEAETN TG UIVOLKTG YAWOOOG
mov Paoiletar oe 50 Aé€elg pdg emitpémel va
KAVOUE TIG TIAPOKAT® TIXPATI P OELG.

Aev eival, PéPata, epIKTO o€ Hlo TETOLX
napovoiaon va avapepbovpe kat otig 50
Aé€eig. (Auto yiveral otnv epyaoia Tov éxete
TOpa pe N popdn PPAiov, eve mepiAnyn tov
KOXTOAOYOU pe TIG AEEELG UTIAPXEL OTO OXETL-
KO TapapTnua oto TéAog Tov Tépov.) Ed® Ba
avadepbw povaxa otig Aé€elg Tov MIvwikoo
Aoyétumov Ipoopopmv otn MeydAn Mnté-
pa Kol O€ KATOLEG, SLOKNTIKOV KAl OXypOTL-
KoU Teplexopévou, AE€elg TTou TpoépxovTal
a6 v Ayia Tpuada, kabnhg Kat oe Ueptkég
GA\eg.

H épevva, mpwv améd 16 xpovia, eixe Eexi-
vnoel and Vo Aé€eig, JA-DI-KI-TE kai I-DA,
TIOU EVTOTIOTN KOV O€ MLy padEG TNG [pappikng
A, mepimov ota 1600 m.X.. TIpoketrtar paAlov
Yl TIG ovopaoieg Twv dVo Epav Pouvav Tng
Kpntng, g Aiktng kot g 1dag, mov apydte-
pa cuvdEdnkav pe Tov Ala. Ta opwvipa avta
Baocilovtal oe vdogvpwnaixn €eTvHONOYIA,
apeoa oxeti{dpevn pe 6,11 yvopilape oxeTikd
yia ) pvoewkr Bpnokeia. O 6pog JA-DI-KI-TE
nipoépyetat and 1o eNAnviko AEIKNYQ, dnia-
on ‘Seixvw, DIGIT otnv Ayyhikn, eve n Aé€n I-

DA mpoépxetal armo6 to eAAnvikd EIAA, dniadn)
‘BAénw, VIDEO otn Aatwvikr). H puveukr 6pn-
oKela ATy TTOAD OTITIKT)/TOPAOTATIKT, OTIOV
KOTQ TNV avamapdoTaot TG enpavelag Tng
BedtnTOG YIvoTay 1) mapovoiaon g Meyahng
Mntépag otnv Kopudn Tov Bouvol. ANAG yia
va enavENBOUHE OTIG CUYKEKPLUEVEG OVOUATT-
€6 TwV Pouvay, afilel va onpelwbel 6TL ouyKpL-
TIKG oToteia piopel va evromoBolv kat og
GAeG OUYYEVEIG LVOOELPOTIAIKESG YADOOEG, Yia
va kataAfovpe oto ovpmépacpa 6Tt Ta dvo
auTa lepa Bouvd eixav 10N amd TN Miveikn
Iepiodo vdoevpwmnaikég ovopaoies.

‘Evag aA\og 6pog mov evtomiotnke padi pe
tov 6po I-DA eivat o I-NA-/I-JA- mov mtpoép-
xetat amo v idia pita kat dnAwvel To enibeto
IEPOZ otnv EXAnvikn kat ISIRAH ota Zav-
okptTika. [ta aAAN pa popd evromilovpe Kot-
V& vdoevpwnaikd oToL eia TOL TTEPLYpAPOLY
Llepd opwVOLLAL

AMot 8bo opot eival ot JA-TA-I-WE-
WA-JA kot JA-SA-SA-RA-ME. O &ettepog
epunvetetral w¢ Asasara/Ishassara, Snhadn
Aotéaptn, yvwot Kot og ITétvia Onpov tng
puknvaikng Opnokeiag, pe evolapépovta Kot-
vé ototyeio pe tn Xertitikr). O 6pog JA-TA-
I-WE-WA-JA amavtdrat oe apxikn 6¢on,
pe katdAnén —WA-JA mouv Snhover BnAu-
KO Y€VOG OTIwG To opnpikd —AIA, eve n pila
G Aé€ng pmopei va mepiéxel To vdogvpwna-
K6 *ster- yio T Aé€n AXTHP otnv EAAnvikn),
STAR otnv Ayyhikn), kot mbavov va armotelel
AN pa avapopd otnv AcTtépTn.

M tpitn opada 6pwv eivat ot Aé€eig I-PI-
NA-MI-NA «at SI-RU-TE, mov pmopotv va
epunvevbovy wg emibeta tng Oeikng Meya-
An¢ Mntépag. tn Aé€n I-PI-NA-MI-NA pro-
povpe va dolpe Ti§ vdogvpwraikég Aé€elg yia
‘Bvvapn’ kat ‘Bupd kot mbavov to OnAvko
™G madnTiknig peroxng. Xtn Aé€n SI-RU-TE,
n kataAnén —TE dnlovel 1o evepyolv mpod-
on1o, dniadn v idix T BedtnTa. AUTd TIOUV
kavet 1 BedtnTa, SnAadny SI-RU-, onuaivel
‘KataoTpéPel oTa ZAVOKPITIKAE, Kol KATTIOLOG
Ba propotioe va Slakpivel oxéoelg pe tn Beo-
tnta Shiva. H A\é€n pumopei va ovykpiBei pe 1o
KEPAIZQ ota EANAVIKG TIOU onpaivel ‘karta-
oTpEéPw, LITOSNAWVOVTAG ETTIONG KATIOLO OXE-
on pe Tov Ala. Aeixvel, emiong, OTL N HIVOIKT
YA®Ooo aviikeL 0TV opada TwV satem yAwo-
oV Kat 0xL, 0mwg n EAAnvikn, oe avt) tov
centum.!

1 2T

centum YA\wooeg Tephappdvovial
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It is possible to see that phonologically
the Minoan language can be compared to the
reconstructed system for *Proto-Indo-Euro-
pean, through transferring Linear B sound
values and there may also be evidence for the
existence of laryngeals in the Minoan lan-
guage of the Second Millennium B.C.. It is
also possible morphologically to compare the
reconstructed *Proto-Indo-European system
with that of Minoan, particularly in respect to
Minoan case and verbal endings and impor-
tantly in regard to gender. It is also possible to
see that Minoan evidence for syntax and word
order and evidence from EteoCretan and
Egyptian sources are indicative of an Indo-
European language.

Next, a thorough study of the Lexicon of
the Minoan language, based upon 50 words
that can be identified by context enables some
interesting observations to be made. It is not
possible here to discuss all 50 words. This I
have done in the thesis and they have been
summarized in the Appendix Lexicon of the
Minoan Language. Here I shall mention just
some of the words of the Minoan Libation
Formula on dedications to the Great Minoan
Mother Goddess and some administrative and
agricultural words from Haghia Triada as well
as some others.

Two terms that started this research sixteen
years ago in the University of Crete, are JA-
DI-KI-TE and I-DA, found in Linear A ¢.1600
B.C.. These must be the two holy mountains of
Crete, i.e., Dikte and Ida later connected with
Zeus. These oronyms have a good Indo-Euro-
pean etymology which makes sense of what
we know of Minoan religion. JA-DI-KI-TE is
from DEIKNO in Greek, INDICATE, DIG-
IT in English, and I-DA from EIDA in Greek,
VIDEO in Latin, ‘to see’ Minoan religion was
very visual and the epiphany showed the Great
Mother Goddess who could be seen on the
top of the mountain. These mountain names
have good Greek etymology, but not only.
Comparisons can be found in related Indo-
European languages and the holy mountains
in question already had these Indo-European
names in the Minoan period. One other term
to also consider here, found with I-DA, is I-
NA-/I-JA- which comes from the same root
and indicates ‘holy;, IEROS in Greek and ISI-
RAH in Sanskrit. We again see Indo-Europe-

an comparisons in this word which describes
holy oronyms.

Next we consider two related terms JA-
TA-I'WE-WA-JA and JA-SA-SA-RA-ME.
The second of these has been interpreted as
Asasara/Ishassara, i.e., Astarte, known here as
the Powerful Mistress, i.e., POTNIA of Myc-
enaean Greek religion. There are interesting
connections with Hittite in this Minoan ren-
dition of the Great Mother Goddess. The oth-
er term JA-TA-I-WE-WA-JA is in initial posi-
tion, with —WA-JA as the ending, indicating a
feminine like Homeric —AIA whereas the root
of the word may contain the Indo-European
root *ster- for ASTER in Greek, STAR in Eng-
lish etc. and this may even be another refer-
ence to Astarte herself.

Next we can consider two terms, I-PI-NA-
MI-NA and SI-RU-TE which can be inter-
preted as epithets of the Great Mother God-
dess. In I-PI-NA-MI-NA it is possible to see
Indo-European words for power and anger
and perhaps the female passive participle. In
the other word SI-RU-TE we can see —TE the
nomen agentis for the Goddess doing some-
thing. What she is doing, SI-RU- means ‘to
destroy’ in Sanskrit, and has interesting con-
nections with the divinity Shiva. This word
can be compared to KERAIZO in Greek for
destruction with interesting connections with
Zeus. It also demonstrates that Minoan is a
satem Indo-European language and not a cen-
tum Indo-European language like Greek.!

Lastly in the Minoan Libation Formula we
can consider what may be two Indo-Europe-
an verbs, U-NA-KA-NA-SI and TA-NA- etc..
The first of these has the root *nik- ‘to con-
quer, ‘win’ etc. and is usually found with the
suffix —SI which probably denotes 2™ person
singular, i.e., “You, Astarte, Grant Victory’, as
an invocation. On one occasion there is a suffix
—TI which is probably a reference to PI-TE-RI,
i.e.,, PITARA in Sanskrit, PATERES in Greek,
Holy Fathers 3™ person plural. The other pos-
sible verb TA-NA- etc. is found in many var-

1 The centum languages include Celtic, Italic,
Germanic, Hellenic, Hittite and Tocharian. The name de-
rives from the Indo-European (IE) word for ‘100, which
began with /h/ or /c/-/k/. E.g. Latin centum, Hellenic
hekaton, Old Irish cét, Gothic hund, et.c.. The satem lan-
guages include Indo-Iranian, Balto-Slavic and Armenian.
The name derives from the IE word for ‘100’ which began
with /s/. E.g. Avestan satem, Sanskrit sdtdm, Old Church
Slavonic siito, Lithuanian Simitas, et.c..
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Télog, 010 Mivaikd Aoyoturto tng Tparte-
{ag mpoopopmv Umopolue va avayvepicov-
pe dvo wdoevpomaikd prpata: U-NA-KA-
NA-SI kat TA-NA-. To np®to arr’ autd €xeL
™ pila *nik- (‘KatadapPdve, Vikaew' KAL)
Kol ouxva evtomiletat pe v KataAnén —SI,
ONA@vovTag €101 TPoPav®S To B’ EVIKO TIPO-
owto, dnhadn Ba Aéyape oe elevBepn amo-
doon: “Eol, Aotaptn, Awce Nikn, o¢ pia
emiKANON. € (Lo TTEPITTOOT UTTAPXEL 1 KATA-
Anén —TI, mov cvoyxeriletal pe 10 ovoLAOTL-
k6 PI-TE-RI, 6nAadn PITARA ota Zavokpl-
Tikd, ITTATEPEZ otnv eAAnvikr yAwooa, Aylot
[Matépeg oto ' mpdowmo. To devtepo prjpa
TA-NA- ocuvvavtdtar oe TOANEG TapoaAlo-
Y€, pHepég popég pe tnv KatdAnén —T1 kot
OnA@vel 611 ‘avtoi k&dvouv katl H pila pumopei
va ovoxeTioOei pe 1o prjpa TEINQ ¢ eAn-
vikng YAwooag, OSTENDERE ot Aativiki
IOV onpaivel ‘Teviove i ‘Seixvw, kat Ta Svo
ouvdedeva otevd e TN Hvetkr Opnokeuti-
K ipaktikh. H Aé€n pmopei akdpn va cuvde-
B¢l pe tn cavokpirikn pita TAN- mov onpai-
VEL ‘TEVIOVR [LE CUOXETIOHOVG e TNV apyaia
wvdikn Opnokeio kol Ta HaOnUATIKAE, 1} AKOMN
Kot T Aé€N ‘yio¢ — katL mov Ba eixe eviiadé-
povTa Kowva onpeia pe Tn O€ikn Mntépa Kot
Toug Ayloug IMatépeg.

H emépevn xatnyopia Aé€ewv pag divel mpo-
0(popo VAIKO TIPOKEIHEVOL va SlHTUTT®OOV-
HE OKEYELG OXETIKA WE TN GpUON TNG UIVWLKNAG
yAoooag. Tlpokerrar yio Aé€elg Stokntikol
N aypoTIKOU XOPOKTHPH TIOL TPOEPXOVTAL
a6 v Ayia Tpada kovta otn QatoTd, otn
Notir Kevtpikn Kprtn.

‘Exovpe Aé€eig yiao 1o ZYNOAO kat T0
META ZYNOAO, kat akopn 9 Aéeg ya
ayportika tpoiovta. H Aé€n yix to ZYNOAO,
KaBapa pe Paon 1o meplexOpevo TV TILva-
Kidwv, T0mov oeAidag, omouv mephapPdavo-
vTal AoTteg poldvTwy, epdpavileTal 0To KATw
HEPOG Kal gival TTOAD evdladépovoa wg AEEN,
apov epdpavifetar oe tpelg tomovg: KU-RO,
KURA kat KURAI. Qaivetal, 0TL TpOKeLTaL
n Kehtwkn, n Italikr, n Teppavikry, n EXAnvikn, n
Xertitikr) ko 1) Toxapikr. To 6vopa mpokinTel amod tnv
wdoevpomnaikr (IE) Aé€n yia 1o ‘100; To omoio apxilet pe /h/
1) /c/-/k/. TLX. AaTVIKO centum, ENANVIKO EKATOV, TTaAatd
LPAaVOIKO cét, YoTOd hund, K.T.. ZTiG satem YA®OoES
nepapPavovrat n Ivdo-Ipavikr, n Baito-Zhafkr kat n
Appevikr). To dvopa mpokvmtel At and tnv IE Aé€n yia
10 ‘100; o omoio apyilet pe /s/. TLYX. T0 aPeoTikd satem, 1o

OAVOKPLTIKO sdtdm, To TAAALO EKKANGLAOTIKO CAXPOVIKO
siito, 10 MBovavIKO Simtas, K.T.\..

Yl To apoeviko, To ONAvkd evikol aptBuov
1 Kal 1o ovdétepo MANOLVTIKOV aptOpov, Kat
0o OnAvko mMANBuvTikoy aplBpol. Aev eival
EexkdBapo, edv n pila eivar onuitikn 1 wdo-
eLPWTALKN, ol kKatahnéelg maviwg eivat vdo-
EVPOTAIKEG Kol deiyvouv OTL OTIOLOG Kal oV
Xpnotpomoinoe autég Tig Aé€elg phovoe pia
wdoevponaikn YAowooa. Amavrtdpe emiong
™ Aé€n PO-TO-KU-RO, mov onpaivet META
YYNOAO, AL pe P&on 1o TIEPLEXOUEVO TNG
mvakidag, kat amoteleital amo ™ AéEN yla
10 oVvoho, KU-RO, kat tn Aé€n PO-TO yia
10 ‘OhoV; pe oadeig oxéoelg mpog to ITANT/
ITONT ota EAAnvika kot Toxapukd. O 1podmog
avtog Sopng ovvBetwv Aé€ewv amotelel ako-
un éva XapoKTnpLoTIKO TOV LVO0ELPWTTATKOV
YA®GOOV.

H mo onuoavtiki Aé€n, xatd 1N yvoun
pov, otn pvwikr Kprrn eivar n I-DA-MA-TE,
IOV TTpoépXeTal aTtd To ZmAato Tov Apkaho-
xwpiov, kat n DA-MA-TE mou Bpébnke oto
Kaotpi twv Kvbnpwv. Tlpokerrar Eexaboapa
yla ‘evepyolv mpocwTtto, AéEn 1 omoio Anyet
oe —TE kot dnhovel T MnTépa o€ entypadég
pe OpnokevTikd TepleXxdpevo, avapépetal O
o1 MeydAn Mntépa. H Aé€n yiax mn Mntépa,
MA-TE, eivat n 1o otaBepr) Aé€n o€ OAeg 1§
wSoevpunaikég YAwooe, pe e€aipeon tn Xet-
Ttk 6mov eivar ANNA, amoxAeiovtag kat’
autév Tov TpéTo TNV AvaToAKn w¢ YA®O-
oa NG pvelkng Kpntng. Ed® kot oAl kat-
po yivetat oulntnon ylo v eTvpoloyia Kat
npoélevon g Afpntpag. Eival topa epda-
VEG, OTL TTPOKELTAL OXL HOVO Yl TN Mntépa TNg
I'ng 1} tov 6pougIdn, aAN 4L avadépetar Kat
otn Ipappikn A touv 1600 1m.X. 0TN HIVOIKT
Kpntn. Aev amote)ei povaya tn Oeik) Mnté-
pa, AAAG ETTION G KAL L HLVOLKT) LVEOEVp@TIAi-
K} Beotnra. Evag ovvdvaopog vdoevpwnai-
KNG ETUHONOYIAG Kot HLVOIKTG ELKOVOYPAPIOG
umopei va pog e€nynoet tn pvetkn y\wooo. H
KAXOIKT) AjUNTPA TIPOEPXETAL ATIO TI) HIVWIKT)
I-DA-MA-TE tn¢ (pvwikng) Kprtng kat mipé-
Keta yloo tn Ogikn Mntépa mov epdpaviotnKe
0710 1ep6 Pouvd’ldn, wg mpootatida TG codet-
4G Kol TV oYpOTIK®V TIPOIOVTIWV T OTtoia
amotelovoav GAAwOTE TN PAon NG pIvwL-
kNG datpodrs. H ovvOetn avtr Aé€n eival
(VE0ELPOTAIKT, OIS KAL QUTH TOVL HETETEL-
Ta puknvaiov Baothid g Kvwoou Idopevéwg,
IOV TO OVOUA TOU Eivat HIVELKO Kal LVO0EVpw-
TKiKO 0TV TIpoéAevon Kal onpaivel tn ‘Svva-
un tngIdag!
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iations, sometimes ending in —-TI, i.e., ‘they
do something’ The root may well be related
to TEINO in Greek, OSTENDERE in Latin,
meaning ‘to stretch’ or ‘show; both well con-
nected with Minoan cult practice. It may even
be related to the Sanskrit root TAN- meaning
‘stretch’ with connections with Ancient Indian
religion and mathematics, and even the word
for ‘son” which would have interesting con-
nections with the Great Mother Goddess and
Holy Fathers.

The next category of words to give us food for
thought concerning the nature of the Minoan
language are words of an administrative or
agricultural nature from Haghia Triada near
Phaistos in the Mesara in South Central Crete.
We have words for ‘total’ and ‘grand-total’ and
nine words for agricultural products.

The word for ‘total; clear by context at the
bottom of Minoan page tablets listing items,
is very interesting as it comes in three forms
KU-RO, KU-RA and KU-RAI which appear
to be inflections of masculine, feminine singu-
lar and/or neuter plural, and feminine plural.
Whether the root is Semitic or Indo-European,
the endings are clearly the latter and demon-
strate that whoever was using these words was
a speaker of an Indo-European language. We
also find PO-TO-KU-RO clearly Grand-Total
by context again and it consists of the word for
total KU-RO and PO-TO for all with connec-
tions to PANT/PONT in Greek and Tocharian.
This way of building compound words is also a
feature of Indo-European languages.

The most interesting word in Minoan Crete,
in my personal opinion, is I-DA-MA-TE from
the cave of Archalochori, and DA-MA-TE
found at Kastri on the island of Kythera. This
can not be anything other than the nomen
agentis —TE on the end of the word for ‘moth-
er’ on inscriptions found in religious contexts/
locations for the Great Mother Goddess. The
word for ‘mother” MA-TE is one of the most
stable words in Indo-European languages, with
the notable exception of Hittite etc. which has
ANNA, thus excluding Anatolian as the lan-
guage of Minoan Crete. There has long been
discussion over the etymology and origin of
Demeter. It now appears that not only is she
the Mother of the Earth or of Mount Ida, but
she is to be found in Linear A ¢.1600 B.C. on

Minoan Crete. Demeter is not only the Moth-
er Goddess but also a Minoan Indo-European
deity. A combination of Indo-European ety-
mology and Minoan iconography can explain
the Minoan language to us. Classical Demeter
came from Minoan I-DA-MA-TE on Minoan
Crete and she was the Mother Goddess who
appeared on Holy Mount Ida and was respon-
sible for crops and agricultural products, i.e.,
the daily bread of the Minoans. Her com-
pound name is very Indo-European as is also
that of the later king of Knossos, Idomeneus,
who was the Mycenaean king of Knossos who
participated in the Trojan war, but he has a
name which is clearly both Minoan and Indo-
European in origin meaning the Power of Ida.

Here should be mentioned a point made by
Chadwick. The Minoan language is not Greek.
We have comparisons with the Hellenic lan-
guage due to its incomparable recorded histo-
ry of thirty-five centuries on Crete and due to
its close geographical proximity. It seems clear
to me that Minoan is closely related to Greek,
probably more than to any other Indo-Euro-
pean language, but research has shown that
the Minoan language is not a dialect of the
Hellenic language but a distinct Indo-Euro-
pean language. Both Greek and Minoan were
of course dialects of *Proto-Indo-European.
We do not, however, have Minoan words that
could only be interpreted as Greek, like the
name Alexeus/Alexander for example found
in the Mycenaean, Classical, Hellenistic, Byz-
antine and Modern stages of the Hellenic lan-
guage, but we do have words that have com-
parisons with not only Greek but also with
other languages such as Sanskrit and Hittite,
Latin and many others.

It has now been possible to discuss and offer
an interpretation, both etymologically and
morphologically, for 50 words that constitute
the Lexicon of the Minoan language. Linear A
inscriptions, when read with Linear B sound
values, and when interpreted in the Minoan
cultural context, make sense as an Indo-Euro-
pean language of the Second Millennium B.C..
Such a quality control can be carried out on
two Minoan inscriptions:

Iouktas IO Za 2
“Astarte, Lady Asasara Of Dikte, Iphinama
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210 onpeio avto Ba mpémel va avadepbei exei-
vo Tov untootnpixOnke and tov Todvryouik
Kot GANOUG pereTnTéG, OTL ONAadT) 1 HIVOILKT
YAOOOO Sev UITOPEL VA TAUTIOTEL e TNV EAAN-
vikf}. Ymépyxovv Kat yivovtal cuykpioelg pe
avthv eaitiag Kuping NG Hakpdg mapovsiag
g, emi 35 awwveg, otnv Kpntn, adevog, alhda
KoL AOY® TNG YEOYPAPLKAG TOVG OXEDTG, ade-
tépov. H épevva amédelle 6111 pvwiki yAwo-
oo oxetiletal ge TNV EAANVIKI TIEPLOCOTEPO
amd k&Be dAAN vdoevponaikn YAoooo, Xwpig
vo arroTeAel pa AAAN eEAANVIKT StéhexTo adA&
vt XwpLoto moapakAadt g wvdoevponai-
K¢ owoyévewag. Kat ot dvo y\wooeg amote-
AoUV SLaAEKTOUG TNG TIPWTO-IVOOEVPOTTAIKNAG
OLKOYEVELAG YAWOO®V. XTN WVOIKN YAOOCH
dev €xope Aé€eig mov Ba prropovoav va epun-
vevBovv pdvov wg eAAnvikég. Avtifeta, vmdp-
xouv Aé€elg Tou evtomifovTtal Kat oTnv eAAn-
VIK YA®ooa oAA& Kot oe GAAEG, OTIwG TN
OCOVOKPLTIKT) KOL TN XETTLTIKT, TN AATVIKT, TNG
i0lag olKoy£VveLag.

Méxpt Topa €xel KATAoTel SUVATO va eppn-
VEVOUE ETVHONOYIKA Kot popdoloyikd 50
Aé€eig Tov pvwikoy Ae€hoyiov. Avadopid
TOpo HE ONOKANPEG/TIANPELS ETILYPAPEG TNG
Ipappiknig A, prropole, KoL og aLTAY TNV TEPi-
MTWOoT), va KataAnfovpe o€ 1diaitepa Xprotpa
ovpmnepaopata, otav tig “drafalovpe” kavo-
vtag xpron tov pevnTikov afiov e [papput-
K¢ B, kat va t1g epunvedioovpe péoa oto idto
Toug TO Teplexopevo. TTaht katahfyovpe o€
i tv8oevpwmaikn YAwooa Tng 2ng XtAleTiag
m.X.. Ao TéTOlEG eMIypadég Tapovaotdlovtal
€8 (amd tov [Novyta kat to Yuypo):

10 Za2
“Aotaptn(;), Kupia Acdoapa tng Aiktng,
Ipwvdpa kataotpodéa, dwoe vikn,
Iepn 18a, ikeTEVOLV”.

PSZa2
“Aplepopévn and SE-TO-I-JA (Apxaveg)
otn JA-SA-SA-RA-ME (Aotaptn)”

Zuvoyilovtag, eipaote oe Béon va dwaPaocov-
pe Kat va epunvevoovpe 50 pivolkég Aé€elg,
OTwg emiong Kot emtypadég anod tnv Kpn-
N tng devtepng xihtetiag m.X.. Etot, n Kprjtn
Katoypadet pia mopeio 10.000 xpovwv TToAL-

TIopov, 4.000 xpévwv ypamTtig LoTopiog Kat
3.500 xpévwv eXAnvikng yAoooag. It auto
amote)el éva TOAOTIHO Kot Staxpovikd yYAwo-
OlKO epyaoTrpL.

Xpnotpomolwvrag XeTTITIKE, 2ZovOKpL-
TIk& Kot Muknvaika ENAnviké Tov B pooo
¢ 2" xthetiag, eival duvath n avacvota-
on NG TMPAOTO-IVOOEVPWTIAIKNAG OLKOYEVELXG
YAwoowv, 7. 8-7.000 1.X., Kal eivot amd avtiv
TNV OLKOYEVELX TIOU TIPOEPXETAL 1] YAWOOX TNG
NeoAiBikni¢ Kprjtng kot mov apketd apydtepa
KOTOYPAPTNKE OTIG eMMypadég TnG Ipappixng
Tpagng A Tov o’ pioov Tng 2ng XALetiag.

H pivoikni yAodooa éxel avayveoplotel wg
pa satem vSogvpunaiky yAwooo, Pdoet
Aé€ewv 6mwg n SI-RU-TE yia tov ‘Kataotpo-
déa;, KaBwg KatL OUOLOTATWY [E T XAVOKPLTL-
K& oe Mé€elg omwg n PI-TE-RI yia tovg ‘maté-
peg. Tlapatnpovvtal, emiong, MepPLOOOTEPO
Kowa Ae€ioypadikd onpeio pe too ENAnvika
KOl [e To ZaVOKPLTIKG, OTiwg deixvel ) AéEn
MA-TE ywa tn ‘MnTépat; Kot Ot COPECTAT PE
Ta AVATOAIKE, KaTéXovTag pia Béon apdpoia
(0WG e TV APUEVIK®V.

H pvewn yAdoooa eivat tvdoevpwmnaiki,
TIPOEPYOHEVT] aotd TNV TIeploxn Touv Atyaiov,
OnwG AAwote ovpfaivel pe v EAANVIKY, T
XETTITIKN Kot dAAeG YAOOOEG NG Avatohiag,
OTwG eival 1 AouPikr KATL, Kot COUP@VA HE
TIPOCPATEG £peLVeG Kat 1) Kaplkr). Eivau emtiong
eviladépov, 6TL amd Toug Téooepelg KAGdoug
TOV VO0ELPOTIAIKOV YAWCO®V YUp® IO TO
Awyaio, 800 (XerTiTiKd OTA AVATOAKA KOl
EM\nvikd ota Sutikd) eivar centum kot 800
(Opaxika—DpuylKd—ApUEVIKA 0TO Poppa Kat
Mwveikd ota voTIa) eival satem, deixvovtag
€101 OTL 1] S1AOTIAON TNG TTPWTO-1VO0EVPWTIAI-
KNG OLKOYEVELAG O€ AUTEG TIG YAwooeg Tifavov
va €YLve O€ TIPWLHO OTASL0 TIOU CUPPWVA pE
apxatohoyika Sedopéva tomobeteital xpovo-
Aoywé otig anmapxég tng NeohBikng Ieplod-
dov o1o Aryaio, mepimov ota 8-7.000 .X..

Méoa oe avtd 10 BewpnTikd mMAaiolo Oa
nipémel va dovpe Kat Tn B€on Twv EAAnvIKGV,
KOG kat to mMaAd TIPOPANUA TTOL adopd
otov gpxoud Twv ENAfvev otnv EANGda. To
€0POG TOV XPOVOU &ival TOND peyaAvTepo ot
0,TL EIXALE TIPLV OTO VOU HOG, EXV TIPAYHUATL TOL
Muknvaiké ENAnvikd, og to 1400 m.X., da-
Pp€pouv TTLo TTOAD a6 Tar oVYXpOovar XeTTITIKA
Kol 2avokpLtikd mapd amnd ta EAAnvikd g
Khaowknig, ENAnviotikng, Bulavtivig ] Neo-
eAAnvikng ITepiddou.
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The Destroyer, May You Give Victory,
Holy Ida, They Supplicate”
Psychro PS Za 2
“Dedicated From SETOIJA (Archanes)
To JASASARAME (Astarte,
The Great Mother Goddess)”.
We are now able to read, understand and
interpret 50 Minoan words and also complete
Minoan inscriptions from Crete of the Sec-
ond Millennium B.C.. It is now necessary to
consider the subject of archaeology and lan-
guage and how a theoretical framework might
be constructed which would explain the exist-
ence of an Indo-European language in Minoan
Crete and which will also illuminate the pre-
historic stage of *Proto-Indo-European from
the Neolithic period.

In searching to identify and satisfactorily
explain the Indo-European nature of the
Minoan language it is necessary to reconsider
the clues that reading Linear A has given us for
the language of Crete ¢.2000-1400 B.C.. Thus
the Great Island of Crete has 10,000 years of
civilization, 4,000 years of recorded history
and 3,500 years of the Greek language. Crete
is a valuable diachronic linguistic laboratory.

Thus by using Hittite, Sanskrit and Myce-
naean Greek of the second half of the Second
Millennium B.C. it is possible to reconstruct
*Proto-Indo-European ¢.8-7,000 B.C. and it is
from this language that the Neolithic Cretan
language is descended which was later record-
ed in the first half of the Second Millennium
by Minoan inscriptions in Linear A.

Minoan has been identified as a satem
Indo-European language, based on words like
SI-RU-TE for Destroyer; and with similarities
to Sanskrit in words like PI-TE-RI as the word
for Fathers. Minoan is a satem language, with
lexicographical characteristics which are clos-
er to Greek and Sanskrit, more than with Hit-
tite, as shown by MA-TE for Mother and not
Anatolian ANNA, in a position similar per-
haps to that of Armenian.

Minoan is an Indo-European language of
the Aegean area as are Greek and Hittite and
other Anatolian languages such as Palaic,
Luvian, Lycian, Lydian, and most recently
Carian has also been recognised. It is also
interesting that of the four branches of Indo-
European languages around the Aegean, two
(Hittite to the East and Greek to the West)
are centum and two (Thracian-Phrygian-
Armenian to the North and Minoan to the
South) are satem thus indicating that the

break up of *Proto-Indo-European into these
languages probably happened at some early
stage, which according to archaeological data
would appear to be at the beginning of the
Neolithic period in the Aegean ¢.8-7,000 B.C.

Within this framework it is also necessary
to see the position of Greek and the old prob-
lem concerning the coming of the Greeks into
Greece. The time scale must be much deep-
er than previously thought if Mycenaean
Greek by ¢.1400 B.C. differs more from con-
temporary Hittite and Sanskrit than it does
from Greek of the Classical, Hellenistic, Byz-
antine and Modern periods. The Greek lan-
guage must have developed from being a dia-
lect of *Proto-Indo-European into a distinct
language in the Neolithic period and this very
likely happened in Greece itself. The identi-
fication of Minoan as an Indo-European lan-
guage in the Aegean has vastly deepened the
theoretical framework of the pre-history of
the Indo-European languages of the Aegean
including Hittite and Greek. The roots of the
Minoan language are to be found in the lan-
guage of the Neolithic Cretans who brought
a dialect of *Proto-Indo-European to Crete
¢.8-7,000 B.C. and this developed in isolation
into a distinct Indo-European language, influ-
enced to some extent especially in regard to
vocabulary by Greek, while still having some
similarities with satem languages such as San-
skrit and Armenian.

This work has analysed the structure and
vocabulary of the Minoan language, and
has checked them by interpreting complete
Minoan inscriptions, which can be understood
as Minoan sentences when interpreted as
an Indo-European language in its Minoan
archaeological and cultural context.

I believe that a study of the structure of
the Minoan language, and a discussion of the
50 words of the Lexicon, enable us to identify
the Minoan language as Indo-European in
nature. We now have enough indications to
give us proof that the Minoan language is a
pre-Greek but an Indo-European language
recorded up to 600 years before Mycenaean
Greek, Sanskrit and Hittite.

The Minoan language is a clearly early and
distinct stage of the Indo-European language
(c.2000-1400 B.C.) with strong connections
with the Greek, Armenian and Sanskrit
branches of the Indo-European family of
languages.
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H eA\nvikn yAoooo efelixOnke amd pa
SLAAEKTO TNG TIPWTO-LVSOEVPWTIAIKIG OLKOYE-
velag o€ pla Eexmplotn) YAoooa katd Tn Neo-
MO TTepiodo, kat pdAov pia tétowx diep-
yoaoia onuewwdnke otov eAadiko xopo. H
TavTIon TG MIVRIKAG 06 HIaG LVOOEVpmTTXi-
K¢ YAwooog Tov Atyaiov, éxel dwoel peyahv-
Tepo Xpovikd Pabog ot Bewpia mov apopa
OTNV TIPOLIGTOPIA TOV LVEOELPWTIAIKAOV YAWO-
00V ToU Atyaiov, cupmeplapfavopévey Tov
XeTTITIKOV Kot Tov EAANvIKGV.

O pileg TG HIVOIKNAG YADOOKG OoviXVeL-
ovTal 0TN YAWOOX TwV VEOAMOIKOV KATOK®V
m¢ Kpritng, ol omoiot édepav pua Sidhekto
NG TTPAOTO-IVOOELPOTIAIKIG OLKOYEVELAG TIEPI-
mov ota 8-7.000 1.X.. H did\ektog avth ava-
TUXOnKe, oxedov amopovmpévn, oe pia Eexw-
plot wvdoevpwnaikn yloooa, mov OéxOnke
woTo00 enmdpdoelg, Kupiwg oTo Ae€iNoylo, amo
MV EAANVIKT YADOOW, Ve SlaTnpoloe aKoun
OpOLOTNTEG e Saterm YADOOES, OTIWG TA Xov-
OKPLTIKG Kot To ApHEVIKAL.

H mapotoa epyaocia €xel avalboel apyika,
Kot eréy€el oTn ouvéxela, T Sopr) Kal To ekl
AOYLO TNG HIVOIKAG YA®OONG, TIPOCHEPOVTAG
EPUNVELEG O€ TINPELS HLVOILKEG ETILY pAPEG, TIOV
urmopovv mAéov va katavonfoliv wg mpoTa-
O€LG HIaG (VOOELPOTAIKNG YAWOONG HECH OTO
APXALONOYIKO KOl TIOMTIOTIKO TIEPLEXOUEVO
TOUG.

Oewpw, OTL UK TIPOCEKTIK UEAETN TNG
SopnG NG HIVIKAG YAwooag Kat Twv 50 Aé€e-
@V ToL Ae€IAOYIOU TNG, HOG EMITPETIEL VA TAVTI-
OOUHE TN HIVOLKT YAQOOH ®¢G LVO0EVPpOTTAIKT
otn ¢pvon 6. 'Exovpe otn 81dBeon) pag emop-
K1} amodeIKTIK& oToLXEia, Ta oTola oG pove-
p®VOLV OTL 1 LWVKILKT YA®OoQ gival [ Tpo-
eAANVIKN YAOOOW, 0ANG LVOOEVPWTIAIKT), TIOU
Kataypaptnke 600 mepimov xpovia TpLv amo
Ta Muknvaika EAANVIKE, Ta ZavoKpLTikd Kot
Tor XETTITIKA.

H pwveiki yrodooa eival éva cadéota-
10 TMPWipdTEPO 0TASI0 TNG VEOEVPMTTAIKNG
(77.2.000-1.400 m.X.) pe oxvpovg deopovg e
v EXNAnvikn, tnv Appevikn xat tn Zavokpt-
TN, emiong KA&dovg TG idlag olKoyévelng
YAQOO®V, TNG IVE0ELPWTTAIKNAG.
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